The accidental entry intoe Jamaica of = foreign animal disease
will have sericus repercussions on the avail:lility of food, export trade,
public health, and the ovar-all economy. The seriousness is par:icular)y
amplified dv Jamaiea's already tenacus cconomic position and malautrition

preblem due to the ifnadequate intake of animal protein.

Forelgn animal diseases, exotic animal diseases, or those animal
disessrs that are known not to exist iudzgenously or have bezn eradicated,
oose the most serious threat for several reasons. These are, among;Othérs.f
the lack cf any level of immunity ic the local livestock thus producing am
eplderic of catastrcpnic proportion; escablishment of pérmancnt endenié;fy
by rezovered animals that becoms carriers of the pathogen (as in foot-and
mouth disease); lack of an available vaccine to prevent or contral the
disease {as in African swine fever); and an unfavourable international

trade relation with disease-free countries,

Jamaica enjovs an euviahle but precarious animal health situétinﬂ.
it is free froam many animal diseases that generally plaguve most of the
developing  ~ountries. It has been free of foot-and-mouth disease since 1924
¥c case ol hog cholera has been reported for more than tea years.

1t lhas bren historically free of rabies.

The presence of serivus animal discases (sucl. as Africar Swine
Fever and Food-and Mouih diseas=} in som: of the countries of the Western
Hemisphere pos~ & serious threat te Jamaica. The constant air and sea
travel from infected countries makes the local disease-free situation
partienlarlv critical and tenucus. since, in most instances, the Intro-
ducticn of foreign snimal diseaces is rot done by the animals themselves,
but by human movement froz infected te non-infected areas carrving infected

animal nroducts.

Because of the ‘neidicusr.ss of foreign animal diseases and the

difficulty of cradienting the tipy are introduced, the Veterinary



Services of Jamaica with the asistance of related Government Agencies,
must ve prepared to mobiliza their personuel and resources expeditiously
and without delay to cope with an emergency situation following the intro-

duction of anv foreign animal diseare.

The highly likely possibility of inticducing a foreisn animal
disease throurh meat and meat products brought in from infected countries
212 turun.: carbage from airplanes and ships that ply through internstional
routes dicrate that_the airport and scapert surveillance should be tightenec.

This is the first line cfrdeiense against the Introduction of the pathogene,

Thz destructive threat of many forelgn animal diseases to the
livestock and poulfry industry in porticular and o the nation's economy in
general, dictares that these dizcaser should be handled as a national
emergency. The Minlster of Agriculture is therefore justified to request
appropriation for additicaal funds and to invite the other Ministries to
cooperate in the preveation, contrel and eradication of any foreign animal

disease,

Public and farmer informaticn an? cooperaticn are of paramcunt
importance. The publiec should be well informed of the gravity of foreixyn
animal <iseases and how they could pavticipate in preventing thelr entry
into the Island. The farmers should be made aware on how to recognise the
early rigns of foreign animal diseasevs and should be instructed and
activated to report suspiciously sick arimals to the autheritries without
delay. Incentives for imm~dizte reporting. such as indemnification, should

pe provided.

The cardinal rule in dealing witn a foreipgn animal disease is to
r-.act with swiitness in cornti-ning and ssclating the outbreak. It is
towards ‘this end that the Veterinary Services and the anclliarv services of
Jamaica should gear themselves ., Thay shouwld have a plan aud the capacity
10 react wich urgency and to complatcdly mriilize their resources to contain

any foreizn animal disea=ze cutbrea within & matter cf hours. Time is cruciall



African Swine Fever was recently re-introduced into the Western
Kemicsphere. Zhe disease entered Bruzil in May 1979 and the Dominican
Repuhlic in July 1979, Its presence was ceonfirmed in Haitl in December
1979. 1t moved Intc Cuba in Fedruary 1¥80., 7lhe problem of introducticn of
a foreign animal disease into Jamaica has never been so real. African

Swine Fuever ie now les~ than a hundred wmiles awey,

Based on the above premis.:. thiz "Emergency Animal Disease

Preparedness Plan Marual for Jamaica™ woe devcloped.
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